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Board of  Trustees 
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          Bruce Farmer 
VP Vocations: 
          Donna Rueby 
          Sandie Taylor.  
VP Membership: 
          Lisa Field 
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          Meris Bridger / 
          Diddy Muck 
VP Communications: 
          Jane Doherty 
Treasurer: 

 Tony Benvegnu 
Secretary: 
          Jim Stevens 
Chaplain: 

Father Felix Osasona 
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          Mark Halleck 
Trustees: 
         Melia Reed   

  Arlane Sponaugle 
MaryLou Purello 

Shalom Rep:   
          Doug Reed 
Newsletter:  
          Melia Reed 

Meetings: 
4th Monday of  the Month 

Italiano’s Restaurant 
217 FM 1960 Bypass, 

Humble, TX 
6:30 Social, 7:00 Dinner

“To become a priest or a religious is not primarily our choice, it is our answer to a calling, a calling of love.” Pope Francis 

Serra Club Northeast of Houston
Sts. Martha. Mary & Lazarus, St. Philip the Apostle, St. Leo the Great, St. Mary Magdalene, St. John of the Cross, St. Dominic 

OCTOBER IS DEDICATED TO THE  
HOLY ROSARY. 

Do You Open

Carry?

The celebrations of the Church for the month of October are  wonderful 
and unique. The feasts of some of the most popular saints of the 

universal Church are celebrated during this month: 

St. Therese the 
Little Flower 

(France) 

October 1

St. Francis of 
Assisi (Italy) 
October 4

 St. Teresa of 
Avila (Spain). 
October 15

The Rosary stands revealed as a dynamic 
teacher and nurturer of Christian faith, morality, 
and spiritual perfection, fostering in various 
ways faith, hope, charity, and the other virtues, 
and mediating special graces, all to the end 
that we may become more and more like unto 
Christ.      - Mariology, Juniper B. Carol, O.F.M.

https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/overviews/months/10_1.cfm
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A WORD FROM OUR PRESIDENT 

Bruce

 
 As we celebrate the end of a hot summer and welcome cooler fall weather, we 

also celebrate our Priests, Deacons, and many fall festivals at our various parishes. My 
days leading up to Priesthood Sunday were filled by a Novena hosted by the Houston 
Vocations Office. I enjoyed praying the Rosary with Seminarians, Priests, Sisters, and 
the staff from the Vocations Office. We heard last month from Gabriel how special the 
Rosary is in our everyday lives and the benefits of praying daily. I also enjoyed the 
homily by Father TJ at the 5:00 pm Mass when he reminded everyone of how our 
prayers continue to lift him up during difficult times. Sister Thomas Aquinas, at our 
general meeting, mentioned how spending one hour at Adoration in front of the 
Tabernacle weekly was directly related to her vocation to religious life. I have heard 
from many Serrans who have enjoyed praying the rosary daily and who also enjoy the 
Tuesday night or Friday morning Holy Hour of Exposition and Benediction. Our Adopt 
a Seminarian group has received notes from two Seminarians who were over joyed to 
receive our prayers and wanted to let us know that we are being added to their prayers. 

 I read an article from Father Thomas Haan who said “how his parish priest 
provided an example of real Eucharistic amazement, an intense prayer life, and a filial 
devotion to our Blessed Mother. Through their influence, I discovered that the greatest 
joy of my life was when I could draw others closer to our Savior.” Another article I 
read recently from the Liguorian magazine, A Perfect Prayer by Brother Larry Lujan… 
“In truth, the rosary is a perfect form of prayer, combining various forms into one 
unified whole: petition, praise, gratitude, meditation, and contemplation…This month, 
when you pray your rosary, think of it as a walk with your Blessed Mother and let her 
point out the beauty that always surrounds you.”   

 At our upcoming October meeting, Meris Bridger has a special treat for us. We 
will hear from a panel of our Deacons who will use your submitted questions to share 
their unique perspective. I invite all Serrans to join in the various opportunities for us to 
pray for vocations as we begin to enjoy the start of the fall season. 



3

October
• Sat. /Sun. Oct. 1& 2 - Kingwood Brewfest & Polk Extravaganza 
• Sun. Oct. 2 - Holy Guardian Angels 
• Fri. Oct. 7 - Memorial of  Our Lady of  the Rosary 
• Sat./Sun. Oct. 9 - Deacon Appreciation Sunday 
• Sun. Oct. 9 - Jubilee Religious Anniversary Mass, Corpus Christi Catholic 

Church, 4:00 am  
• Tues. Oct. 11 - Exposition and Benediction after 7:00 pm Mass 
• Fri. Oct. 14  - Exposition and Benediction after 8:30 am Mass 
• Sun. Oct. 16 - St. Leo’s Parish Bazaar, 9:00 am - 8:00 pm 
• Sun. Oct. 18 - Feast of  Saint Luke  
• Sat. Oct. 22 - Shalom Center Enrichment Tour, 10: 30 am 
• Sun. Oct 23 - St. Mary Magdalene’s Fall Festival, 11:00 - 6:00 
• Mon. Oct. 24 - Club Meeting, Italiano’s, 6:30 pm 

SERRA Northeast of Houston HAPPENINGS 

In honor of 
your Guardian 
Angel:

Bake an angel 
food cake, 
serve angel 
hair pasta, and/
or make angel 
kisses 
(meringue 
cookies).

Joining us in November is Claire McMullin from the Archdiocese Office of 
Vocational Discernment.
 
She will be giving an Advent reflection on the Joyful Mysteries and on how 
Advent teaches us how to wait. 

Please join us and bring a guest!

St. Luke 
was a 
physician 
from 
Antioch 
and a 
disciple of 
St. Paul. 
He is the 
author of 
the third 
Gospel and 
of the Acts 
of the 
Apostles. 
In his 
Gospel he 
highlights 
the 
universality 
of 
salvation.

IIn Honor of the first Annual Deacon Appreciation 
Sunday,


Serra Northeast of Houston will celebrate by 
inviting all our deacons from our territory to join 

us for a panel discussion.


In OCTOBER

  In NOVEMBER

https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/recipes/view.cfm?id=1263
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/recipes/view.cfm?id=1263
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/recipes/view.cfm?id=1263
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/recipes/view.cfm?id=1771
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/recipes/view.cfm?id=1771
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/recipes/view.cfm?id=1771
https://www.catholicculture.org/culture/liturgicalyear/recipes/view.cfm?id=1771
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Serrans and friends had a wonderful time at the Vocation Ministry’s Annual Gala. Our thanks to Jim 
and Jennifer Steven for their service on the Host Committee.

Sister Thomas Aquinas, O.P.,  Serra 
member Meris Bridger, and Sister 

Elizabeth John, O.P.

Arlane Sponaugle with her sister, Wendy Pope, 
and Peggy Rittenhouse.

Guest Kathleen Jordan of St. Martha, neighbor of Sr. 
Thomas Aquinas when she lived in Kingwood as a 
child.

John Teyssot of St. Mary Magdalene. Donna met him 
at the St. Mary Magdalene Ministry Fair. Donna and 
Robin Rueby.

Our Serra table at the St. Mary 
Magdalene Ministry Fair. 

October Guests
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MONTHLY MEETING 

	 This month we were blessed to have Sister Thomas Aquinas as our 
speaker. She joyfully shared how she came to be with us through the mystical 
direction and not-so-coincidental intervention of the Holy Spirit by way of Meris 
Bridger, FaceBook, and Donna Rueby. Meris, then a teacher at St. Mary 
Magdalene’s school, had hosted Sister Thomas Aquinas’ visit to her classroom at 
Christmas time last year. Coincidentally, St. Mary Magdalene is the parish where 
Sister and her twin sister were baptized as infants. Meris posted a picture of this 
visit on Facebook which Donna saw. Recognizing Sister as one of a set of twins who 
were childhood playmates of her daughter Kelly, Donna reached out to her good friend 
Meris for confirmation. Sister Thomas Aquinas was back in Houston, after moving away with her family 
years earlier, facilitating the construction and start up of Cathedral High School at Our Lady of 
Walsingham. Her convent is on the same grounds where she lives in community with five other Dominican 
sisters. Donna shared her drawing of the four year old neighborhood friends with Meris, who then shared 
it with Sister, and they all met for lunch last July. Sister shared that God gives us these kinds of moments 
to nurture us and help us grow in our faith. She looks back at this time in her young life as a “powerful 
moment in my vocational journey.” 


           Sister shared that in a beautiful story written by her mother, Tracy, she learned that it was during 
her family’s time in Kingwood, that her mother slowly returned to her faith. With the help of “a lady in the 
neighborhood,” Donna Rueby, she was reintroduced to the love of our Blessed Mother in the Rosary, 
which she has not stopped saying it since. “Not only had my mom’s faith grown from her relationship with 
the Blessed Mother, but Our Lady always brings people to her Son.” Tracy’s growing faith led to her love 
of the Eucharist which drew the family to increased attendance at mass and to adoration at Holy Hour. 
Sister’s mother began to take the girls with her to her Tuesday Holy Hours, separating them on each side 
of the chapel, and then “left them be” with the Lord. “It was during those times that my sister and I both 
trace the beginnings of our religious vocations, as very little girls in the the presence of the Blessed 
Sacrament.” They came to see and know Jesus as a friend who loved them and as someone from whom 
they could ask for important assistance, like changing their mom’s mind about a sleepover or for a much 
longed for cat. God continued to be a strong anchor for her as she moved through high school and 
increasingly discerned her vocation. Initially she was drawn to the name of the Dominican order of Mary, 
Mother of the Eucharist but she came to know it as a place where her own Eucharistic faith could be 
nourished and developed. She and her twin never talked about their respective religious callings so it was 
a total surprise when her sister told her that she was going to enter the Poor Clares of Perpetual 
Adoration, a cloistered order of nuns. 

           Sister Thomas Aquinas and her sister, Sister Jacinta, are in part in religious life because the faith of 
their mother who was inspired by the beautiful spirituality of Donna. “You have no idea how God will use 
your prayers and witness, what kinds of gifts you plant in another person, or the fruit of your prayers for 
vocations.” She encouraged us to see the hand of God in our gatherings because he uses moments when 
we gather together, share a meal, or invite others to eat with us, to nurture and nourish us through this 
community. You never know what kind of graces he will put into your heart and how he will inspire you to 
deeper prayer, or reach you in a particular way though interactions with others. The best way to support 
vocations is to invite others into table fellowship.
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This is the picture that Donna stumbled upon last Christmas on Facebook 
although she is never on facebook. She says that she would’ve never have 
known Sister was in Houston had it not been for my friend, Meris, sending this 
Christmas greeting.  Donna says, “What are the chances that dear Meris has 

this beautiful relationship with Sister.  Anyway, I see Gods hand all over this.”  


Sister Thomas Aquinas is second from the left holding her twin, Sister 
Jacinta’s hand.  Donna Rueby’s daughter Kelly is on the far right.  The 
fourth little girl also lived on the street. They were a foursome and played 
all the time. 

This is a picture Kelly found in 2012 that their sister Claire posted 
of her siblings on Facebook. This one clearly shows that Sister 
Jacinta is cloistered. Donna says, “You can only imagine my 
surprise!” Sister Thomas Aquinas told her at their July meeting 
that two more young nuns had just entered Sister Jacinta’s order. 
Although this is unusual, it gives so much hope. 

Sister Thomas Aquinas graciously invited us to join her and her             
Sisters for their public Evening Prayer and Rosary every    
Sunday at 5:00 PM.
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The Team of Arlane & Bob Sponaugle, Mary Beth & Joe Philipp, Jim & Jennifer Stevens, & Nick Quinn are praying for: 

         

 
 The Team of Diddy Muck, Betty & Charlie Menard, Melia & Doug Reed, Mary Lou Purello & Meris Bridger are praying 
  for: 

         

 
  The Team of Kathy & Bruce Farmer, Ruth Williamson, Eileen & Tony Benvegnu, and Bob & Patty Murphy are praying   
   for: 

        

 

    The Team of Kathy & Jack Ward, Dee Anna & Charlie Garland, Maggie & Mark Halleck, Gelly and Gary Estess are  
    praying for: 

     
   

Marlon Barao and Christian Francke are at St. Mary’s Seminary.  
Marlon is in his 1st year Theology and Christian is in his 2nd year 
Theology and is in the Ordinariate Chair of St. Peter.  Luis Gonzalez is 
studying Theology with the Scalabrinians in Bogatá, Columbia.   

Frater Lazarus is studying with the Norbertines in CA, is in his 8th year of 
Formaton & will be ordained a priest in 2023.  Raymond Snodgrass is 
studying 2nd year Pre-Theology at St Mary’s Seminary and is in the 
Ordinartiate Chair of St. Peter. Kyle Gibson is in his 1st year Pre-Theology 
at St. Mary’s seminary   

John Paul Phillips is in College I at St. Joseph Seminary College 
in Louisiana. William Stivers is in his 1st year Theology at St. 
Mary’s Seminary & is for the Diocese of Austin. James Schnitzler 
is in his 2nd year Theology at St. Mary’s Seminary. 

Basil Housewright is in College I at Holy Trinity Seminary in Irving. 
Ryan Berger is in his 1st year Theology at St. Mary’s Seminary.    
Chris Haberberger is in his 1st year of Theology at St. Mary’s Seminary. 

ADOPT A SEMINARIAN GROUPS
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Frater Lazarus, son of  Lynn and Cecilia McDonald of  St. John of  the Cross, New Caney, was 
ordained a transitional diaconal on September 3 at the Norbertine’s St. Michael’s Abby in 
California. He will complete his final year of  formation in Rome.
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A WORD FROM OUR CHAPLIN 

     
  Fr. Felix

The month of September 2022 will go down in history as a memorable month with the death of two 
great persons of our time. One was Queen Elizabeth II of England, and the other was the Archbishop 
Emeritus Joseph A. Fiorenza of Galveston-Houston Archdiocese. I never met the Queen in person but I 
had personal interactions with our beloved Archbishop Fiorenza.  

My first interaction with Archbishop Fiorenza was in 2001 when he visited Nigeria for the ordination of 
the priests of the Missionary Society of St. Paul that year. It was a hot July. The humidity in 
Gwagwalada-Abuja where the seminary is located could make the weather feel even hotter. It was my 
first year as a priest and my assignment as the secretary to our Superior General gave me the 
opportunity to provide support for the bishop. He came across to me as a simple man with great sense 
of love for the people. Before this visit, then Bishop Fiorenza had opened the doors of his diocese to 
receive priests of the Missionary Society of St. Paul to work in collaboration with the Josephite Fathers 
in caring for the African American Catholics in Houston. On November 8, 1986 Bishop Joseph 
Fiorenza welcomed three MSP priests to the diocese assigning them as associates to three Josephite 
parishes of Our Mother of Mercy, St. Monica, and St. Francis Xavier in Houston. In 1993 he assigned 
one MSP priest as pastor of St. Martin de Porres, Barrett Station, the first MSP parish in the United 
States. Today MSP has 10 priests working in nine parishes in the archdiocese and four (4) are working 
in our administrative headquarters and mission office in Houston. Our number in the United States has 
grown from three (3) in 1986 to 58 today.  

When I reported in Houston for my first assignment as a missionary to the United States in 2002, then 
Bishop Joseph Fiorenza received me warmly. He remembered and told stories of his visit to Nigeria the 
year before. He was a true pastor and father. He genuinely cared for the people entrusted to him as a 
priest and as a bishop. He wanted every person in his diocese to be served and fed by priests after the 
heart of Jesus Christ. He helped to grow the local presbyterate but also invited many religious groups 
and missionaries to care for the growing number of Catholics in the archdiocese. After his retirement in 
2006, Archbishop Fiorenza did not stop working. He continued to serve the people of this archdiocese 
until he could no longer physically do it. He had a memory that was unbelievable. His soft voice 
communicated deep love and clear message of hope, justice, and peace following the footsteps of Jesus 
Christ.  

Born in Beaumont, Texas on January 25, 1931 Archbishop Joseph Fiorenza was ordained a priest on 
May 29, 1954. On October 25, 1979 he was consecrated bishop of San Angelo diocese. He served as 
bishop and later archbishop of Galveston-Houston from February 18, 1985 to February 26, 2006. He 
died on September 19, 2022 and was buried on September 29, 2022. May his soul rest in peace!

Archbishop Joseph Anthony Fiorenza (1931-2022) 
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  October Birthdays 

2 - Mark Halleck 
4 - Fr. Roger Estorque, St. Dominic 
4 - Seminarian Luis M. Gonzales 
5 - Dcn. Tony Cardella, St. Martha 
6 - Diane Applegate 
7 - Sr. Carmen Sanchez, St. Martha’s Kitchen 
10 - Sr. Marillac Njoku, Sister of  Jesus the Savior 
12 - Tony Benvegnu 
13 - Arlane Sponaugle 
17 - Cissy Wilson 
23 - Fr. TJ Dolce, St. Martha 
26 - Lisa Fields 
31 - Meris Bridger

Serra NE of Houston News

Pray for: 

•Jacob Beard, grandson of  Tony & Eileen 
Benvegnu, successful healing of  his hand. 

• Jane Doherty, healing after shoulder surgery. 
• Alex Sponaugle as he continues to heal from 

spinal fusion surgery. 
• Father Wayne Ly - letters, cards, and other 

correspondence can be dropped off  at the 
church office and be forwarded to him. 

In Thanksgiving 

	 Welcome to Rosemary Lucille, 	 	 	
	 granddaughter to Joe & MaryBeth Philiipp

	 God willing, the following men and their wives will be ordained in February 2023

	 	 February 17 - Alejando & Susie Aramburu from St. Mary Magdalene 

	 	 February 18 - Ruben & Maria Mendoza - St. Leo the Great

	 	 	 	 Andres & Oralia Rendon - St. Leo the Great

	 	 	 	 Doug & Melia Reed - St. Martha


S e r r a n s  C a l l e d  t o  H o l i n e s s

Serran	Prayer	for	Vocations	

O, God, Who wills not the death of  a sinner but rather that he be converted and live, grant we beseech you, through the 
intercession of  the Blessed Mary ever Virgin, Saint Joseph, her spouse, St. Junipero Serra, and all the saints, an increase 

of  laborers for your Church, fellow laborers with Christ to spend and consume themselves for souls through the same 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, Who lives and reigns with You, in the unity of  the Holy Spirit, God forever and ever. Amen. 

Serrans are being called to pray the vocation prayer daily. Cut this out and place it in a place convenient for you.

http://www.apple.com
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For more information about Serra Northeast of  Houston, please contact President, Bruce Farmer, bruce1farm@aol.com. 

To update your information or to share pictures and other Serra  information please contact, Melia Reed, meliareed5303@gmail.com. 
Please do not hesitate to share stories, pictures, prayers. 

For information about Serra District 10, and Serra USA, check the following websites by clicking the links 
https://serraus.org            https://serra10.com 

Pope Francis’ Intentions for October: 

The Laity's Mission in the Church 

We pray that by the virtue of baptism, the laity, 
especially women, may participate more in areas of 

responsibility in the Church.

W. I. T. Prayer 

Jesus, I give you my body.  
Live this day with me. 
Live this day in me. 

Live this day through me. 

Let me think with your thoughts, 
Speak with your words, and  
act as your body on earth. 

      Fr. David M. Knight      

O God, who in your 
unfathomable 
providence are 
pleased to send your 
holy Angels to guard 
us, hear our 
supplication as we cry 
to you, that we may 
always be defended 
by their protection 
and rejoice eternally in 
their company. 
Through our Lord 
Jesus Christ, your 
Son, who lives and 
reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy 
Spirit, God, for ever 
and ever.

Amen.

Lord, help me to live this day, quietly, easily.  
To lean upon Thy great strength, trustfully, 
restfully.  
To wait for the unfolding of Thy will, patiently, 
serenely. To meet others, peacefully, joyously.  
To face tomorrow, confidently, courageously. 

St. Francis of Assisi  

Documentary showing 
at AMC Deerbrook on 

Oct. 3 at 7:00.

http://www.apple.com
https://serraus.org
https://serra10.com
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